3/29/2020

Rejoicing in Christ
“Joy in Unity”
(Philippians 2:1-4)

Introduction

Thesis: Let us consider three elements for effective unity in the church body, and I trust that it
will inspire harmony amongst God’s people and fill hearts with joy for the glory of God.
I.

II.

III.

It is ________________________ that compels unity (vs. 1).

It is _________________________________ that marks unity (vs. 2).

It is _________________________ that expresses unity (vv. 3-4).

Conclusion

Text: Philippians 2:1-4
Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there is any fellowship of
the Spirit, if any affection and compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the
same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with
humility of mind regard one another as more important than yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own
personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

Related Texts:
Ephesians 4:1-3
1
Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, showing tolerance for one another in
love, 3 being diligent to preserve the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
1 Corinthians 12:12-13
12
For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are
many, are one body, so also is Christ. 13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews or
Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit.
John 17:20-23
20
“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for those also who believe in Me through their word; 21 that they
may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world
may believe that You sent Me.
22
The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just as We are one; 23 I in
them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that the world may know that You sent Me,
and loved them, even as You have loved Me.
Romans 12:16
16
Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be
wise in your own estimation.
Colossians 3:12-17
12
So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion,
kindness, humility, gentleness and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever
has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 14 Beyond all these
things put on love, which is the perfect bond of unity. 15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
which indeed you were called in one body; and be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with
all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
thankfulness in your hearts to God. 17 Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord
Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

