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Rejoicing in Christ
“Laborers with the Mind of Christ – Part 3”
(Philippians 2:17-30)
Introduction

Thesis: Let us consider three characteristics of the mind of Christ through Epaphroditus so that
you might be inspired to follow his example.
I.

The mind of Christ is marked by a ____________________________________ (vs. 25).

II.

The mind of Christ is marked by a ____________________________________ (vs. 26).

III.

The mind of Christ is marked by a _________________________________________________
____________________________ (vv. 29-30).

Conclusion

Text: Philippians 2:25-30
25 But

I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow
soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need; 26 because he was longing for you all
and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick. 27 For indeed he was sick to the point of
death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have
sorrow upon sorrow. 28 Therefore I have sent him all the more eagerly so that when you see him
again you may rejoice and I may be less concerned about you. 29 Receive him then in the Lord with
all joy, and hold men like him in high regard; 30 because he came close to death for the work of Christ,
risking his life to complete what was deficient in your service to me.
Related Texts:
Philemon 1:1-2
1 To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker, 2 and to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus
our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house:
John 13:12-17
12 So when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments and reclined at the table again, He said
to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13 You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right,
for so I am. 14 If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one
another’s feet. 15 For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 16 Truly, truly, I
say to you, a slave is not greater than his master, nor is one who is sent greater than the one who
sent him. 17 If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.
Romans 12:10-16
10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor; 11 not lagging
behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in
tribulation, devoted to prayer, 13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and
weep with those who weep. 16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind,
but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.
Galatians 6:1-2
1 Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a
spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted. 2 Bear one
another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.
Acts 20:24
24 But I do not consider my life of any account as dear to myself, so that I may finish my course
and the ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify solemnly of the gospel of the grace of
God.

