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“Living as Citizens of Heaven” 
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Thesis: I want you to consider with me three important aspects of living as Citizens of heaven 

from this text, and I trust that you will be inspired and encouraged to faithfully follow the 

principles presented. 

 

  I. Living as citizens of heaven means ___________________________________________  

 (vs. 17). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 II. Living as citizens of heaven means _____________________________________________  

 

 _________________ (vv. 18-19). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Living as citizens of heaven means _____________________________________________ 

 

 __________________ (vv. 20-21). 
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Text:  Philippians 3:17-21 
17 Brethren, join in following my example, and observe 
those who walk according to the pattern you have in 
us. 18 For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now 
tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the 
cross of Christ, 19 whose end is destruction, whose god 
is their appetite, and whose glory is in their shame, 
who set their minds on earthly 
things. 20 For our citizenship is in heaven, from which 
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus 
Christ; 21 who will transform the body of our humble 
state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the 
exertion of the power that He has even to subject all 
things to Himself. 
 
1 Corinthians 11:1 
1Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. 
 
Hebrews 12:1  1 Therefore, since we have so great a 
cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside 
every encumbrance and the sin which so easily 
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, 
 
1 Timothy 4:12  12 Let no one look down on your 
youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, 
faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who 
believe. 
 
Romans 16:17-18  17 Now I urge you, brethren, keep 
your eye on those who cause dissensions 
and hindrances contrary to the teaching which you 
learned, and turn away from them. 18 For such men 
are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their 
own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering 
speech they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting. 

 

Galatians 5:6-8, 13 
6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor 
uncircumcision means anything, but faith working 
through love. 
7 You were running well; who hindered you from 
obeying the truth? 8 This persuasion did not come from 
Him who calls you. 
13 For you were called to freedom, brethren; only do not 
turn your freedom into an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another. 
 

 

James 4:4  4 You adulteresses, do you not know that 
friendship with the world is hostility toward 
God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 
 
Jude 4  4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, 
those who were long beforehand marked out for this 
condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of 
our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master 
and Lord, Jesus Christ. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:54-58 
54 But when this perishable will have put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal will have put on 
immortality, then will come about the saying that is 
written, “DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in 
victory. 55 O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR VICTORY? 
O DEATH, WHERE IS YOUR STING?” 56 The sting of death 
is sin, and the power of sin is the law; 57 but thanks be 
to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, 
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord. 
 
1 John 3:1-3 
1 See how great a love the Father has bestowed on 
us, that we would be called children of God; 
and such we are. For this reason the world does not 
know us, because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now 
we are children of God, and it has not appeared as 
yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, 
we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as 
He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope fixed on 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure. 
 
Colossians 3:1-4   
1 Therefore if you have been raised up with Christ, 
keep seeking the things above, where Christ 
is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on 
the things above, not on the things that are on 
earth. 3 For you have died and your life is hidden with 
Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is our life, is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with Him in 
glory. 


