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The Lord’s Farewell Messages 

“Friendship With God” 
(John 15:12-17) 

 
 
Introduction 
 
 
 
 
 
Thesis:  Consider with me four marks Jesus shared in being His friends – friends of God – so that you might 
aspire to such by His grace and power for His glory. 
 
  I.  A friend of Jesus (God) _______________________________________ (vs 12-13, 17) 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
II.  A friend of Jesus (God) __________________________________ (vs 14) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. A friend of Jesus (God) ____________________________________ (vs 15) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IV. A friend of Jesus (God) ____________________________________________________ (vs 16) 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
Conclusion 
 
 
 
 
 



Text: 
John 15:12-17 “This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. Greater love has no 
one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. You are My friends if you do what I command you. No longer 
do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things 
that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed 
you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My 
name He may give to you. This I command you, that you love one another. 

 
Related Texts 
James 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM 

AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of God. 
 
Romans 5:5 and hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13 Now may our God and Father Himself and Jesus our Lord direct our way to you;  and 
may the Lord cause you to increase and abound in love for one another, and for all people, just as we also do for 
you; so that He may establish your hearts without blame in holiness before our God and Father at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus with all His saints. 
 
1 Thessalonians 4:9-10 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you 
yourselves are taught by God to love one another; for indeed you do practice it toward all the brethren who are in all 
Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 
 
1 John 3:14-18 We know that we have passed out of death into life, because we love the brethren. He who does 
not love abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and you know that no murderer has eternal 
life abiding in him. We know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for 
the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against 
him, how does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love with word or with tongue, but in deed 
and truth. 
 
Matthew 12:46-50 While He was still speaking to the crowds, behold, His mother and brothers were standing 
outside, seeking to speak to Him. Someone said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your brothers are standing 
outside seeking to speak to You. ”But Jesus answered the one who was telling Him and said, “Who is My mother 
and who are My brothers?” And stretching out His hand toward His disciples, He said, “Behold My mother and My 
brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father who is in heaven, he is My brother and sister and mother.” 
 
1 John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not 
burdensome. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:12-14 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we 
may know the things freely given to us by God, which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. But a natural man does not accept 
the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually appraised. 
 
John 4:34-36 Jesus *said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. Do 
you not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest’? Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and 
look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. Already he who reaps is receiving wages and is gathering fruit 
for life eternal; so that he who sows and he who reaps may rejoice together. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age.” 
 
Matthew 5:16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father who is in heaven. 


