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The Lord’s Farewell Messages
“Preparing for Persecution”
(John 16:1-4)
Introduction

Thesis: I want you to consider with me three important reasons why Jesus revealed the matter of persecution
with His disciples so that you may be encouraged to embrace if for His glory.
I.

Jesus wanted to keep the disciples ____________________________________ (vs 1)

II.

Jesus wanted to help the disciples understand ____________________________________________
(vs 2-3)

III.

Jesus wanted to strengthen the disciples ____________________________ (vs 4)

Conclusion

Text:
John 16:1-4
“These things I have spoken to you so that you may be kept from stumbling. They will make you outcasts from
the synagogue, but an hour is coming for everyone who kills you to think that he is offering service to
God. These things they will do because they have not known the Father or Me. But these things I have spoken
to you, so that when their hour comes, you may remember that I told you of them. These things I did not say to
you at the beginning, because I was with you.
Related Texts
2 Timothy 3:12
Indeed, all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
Luke 9:23
And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take up his
cross daily and follow Me.
1 Peter 4:12-16
Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you, which comes upon you for your testing, as though
some strange thing were happening to you; but to the degree that you share the sufferings of Christ, keep on
rejoicing, so that also at the revelation of His glory you may rejoice with exultation. If you are reviled for the
name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. Make sure that none of
you suffers as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; but if anyone suffers as a Christian,
he is not to be ashamed, but is to glorify God in this name.
Galatians 1:13-14
For you have heard of my former manner of life in Judaism, how I used to persecute the church of God beyond
measure and tried to destroy it; and I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries among
my countrymen, being more extremely zealous for my ancestral traditions.
1Timothy 1:12-14
I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into
service, even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor. Yet I was shown
mercy because I acted ignorantly in unbelief; and the grace of our Lord was more than abundant, with the faith
and love which are found in Christ Jesus.
Titus 3:1-5 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every good
deed, to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. For we also once
were foolish ourselves, disobedient, deceived, enslaved to various lusts and pleasures, spending our life
in malice and envy, hateful, hating one another. But when the kindness of God our Savior and His love for
mankind appeared, He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness,
but according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
Psalm 18:1-3
I love You, O Lord, my strength. The Lord is my rock and my fortress and my deliverer, My God, my rock, in
whom I take refuge; My shield and the horn of my salvation, my stronghold. I call upon the Lord, who is worthy
to be praised, And I am saved from my enemies.
Psalm 40:1-4
I waited patiently for the Lord; And He inclined to me and heard my cry. He brought me up out of the pit of
destruction, out of the miry clay, And He set my feet upon a rock making my footsteps firm. He put a new song
in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; Many will see and fear And will trust in the Lord. How blessed is the
man who has made the Lord his trust, And has not turned to the proud, nor to those who lapse into falsehood.
Philippians 3:10
that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to
His death;

