The Lord’s Farewell Messages
“The Pathway to Joy”
(John 16:16-24)
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Introduction

Thesis: I want you to consider with me three principles form this narrative to help with loss
and grief so that you might realize the pathway to joy.
I.

Be reminded of God’s __________________ (vs. 16-19).

II.

See things from God’s _______________________ (vs 20-22).

III.

Look to God in ______________ (vs 23-24).

Conclusion

Text: John 16:16-24 - “A little while, and you will no longer see Me; and again a little while, and you will see
Me.” Some of His disciples then said to one another, “What is this thing He is telling us, ‘A little while, and you will not
see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me’; and, ‘because I go to the Father’?” So they were saying, “What
is this that He says, ‘A little while’? We do not know what He is talking about.” Jesus knew that they wished to
question Him, and He said to them, “Are you deliberating together about this, that I said, ‘A little while, and you will not
see Me, and again a little while, and you will see Me’? Truly, truly, I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the
world will rejoice; you will grieve, but your grief will be turned into joy. Whenever a woman is in labor she has pain,
because her hour has come; but when she gives birth to the child, she no longer remembers the anguish because of
the joy that a child has been born into the world. Therefore you too have grief now; but I will see you again, and your
heart will rejoice, and no one will take your joy away from you. In that day you will not question Me about anything.
Truly, truly, I say to you, if you ask the Father for anything in My name, He will give it to you. Until now you have
asked for nothing in My name; ask and you will receive, so that your joy may be made full.
Related Texts
1 Peter 5:8-9 - Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking
someone to devour. But resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same experiences of suffering are being
accomplished by your brethren who are in the world.
Romans 6:3-4 - Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into
His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the
dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
Matthew 28:18-20 - And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the
end of the age.”
1 John 1:1-4 - What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have
looked at and touched with our hands, concerning the Word of Life— and the life was manifested, and we have seen
and testify and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested to us— what we
have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our fellowship
is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ. These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.
1 John 5:11-13 - And the testimony is this, that God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He who has
the Son has the life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have the life. These things I have written to you
who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal life.
Philippians 3:10-11 - that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His sufferings,
being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to the resurrection from the dead.
Genesis 50:20 - As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in order to bring about this present
result, to preserve many people alive.
Romans 8:28-29 - And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to
those who are called according to His purpose. For those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to become
conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be the firstborn among many brethren.
Hebrews 4:14-16 - Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son
of God, let us hold fast our confession. For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize with our
weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin. Therefore let us draw near
with confidence to the throne of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
Psalm 37:4 - Delight yourself in the LORD; And He will give you the desires of your heart.
1 John 5:14-15 This is the confidence which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according to His will, He
hears us. And if we know that He hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests which we have
asked from Him.
Hebrews 12:2-3 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
For consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against Himself, so that you will not grow weary [c]and
lose heart.

